
Thinking outside the box to integrate 
equity into transportation planning efforts 

in the Greater Chattanooga region 
Reflecting on an MPO’s evolving approach to meet the intent of 

planning requirements related to transportation equity

Chattanooga-Hamilton County/North GA Transportation Planning Organization
Modern Mobility Partners

Prepared for March 25, 2024 GAMPO Conference
https://bit.ly/3F6nw77

https://bit.ly/3F6nw77


• Equity-related 
issues 
primarily 
framed 
through MPO 
planning 
requirements

• Plan goal 
language does 
not incorporate 
equity

• Plan incorporates one project 
evaluation measure tied to 
equity areas

• Plan 
incorporates 
multiple project 
evaluation 
measures tied to 
equity areas

• Plan shows 
equity-related 
census data over 
existing 
conditions to 
identify needs

• Plan shows 
equity-related 
census data 
over proposed 
projects for EJ 
analysis

• Equity 
incorporated 
into project and 
plan level 
evaluation

• Plan incorporates 
equity analysis into 
other plan analyses

• Plan vision, goals, and 
objective language 
incorporates equity

• Equity framed as 
central goal of the 
planning process

• Plan vets Equity 
Emphasis Areas with 
public stakeholders

• Plan identifies equity emphasis 
areas as one of first tasks

2040 Plan

2045 Plan

2050 Plan

Evolving Approach



2050 Regional Transportation Plan

https://2050rtp-chcrpa.hub.arcgis.com/

https://2050rtp-chcrpa.hub.arcgis.com/


Equity Emphasis Areas
● Low-income households
● Zero-vehicle households
● Low-English proficiency households
● Households with a disability present
● Individuals of Hispanic and/or Latin 

American ethnicity
● Individuals of Black, Asian, Native 

American, and other minority (non-
white) races

● Adults 25+ with low educational 
attainment (less than a high school 
diploma)

● Older adults age 65+
● Children and youth under age 18
● Public input

https://arcg.is/XS44u

https://arcg.is/XS44u




Project Identification

● EV charging infrastructure
● Access to community 

resources 
● Level of traffic stress
● Transit stop amenities 

analysis, travel sheds, mobility 
options & access

● Future considerations: 
relationship to affordable 
housing, proximity to resources



Evaluation Metrics
“Project improves infrastructure conditions within an Equity Emphasis Area”

Bridge or pavement maintenance project within an EEA

“Project improves multimodal access options and experiences between transit
(bus stops) or community resources and EEAs”

Fiscal Constraint & Project Outcomes
$175 M for Equity



Contact

Melissa Taylor

Director of Transportation Panning
Chattanooga-Hamilton County 

Regional Planning Agency 
Chattanooga-Hamilton County/North 

GA Transportation Planning 
Organization

mdtaylor@chattanooga.gov
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mailto:mdtaylor@chattanooga.gov
mailto:kkemp@modernmobilitypartners.com

	Slide 1: Thinking outside the box to integrate equity into transportation planning efforts in the Greater Chattanooga region 
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Equity Emphasis Areas
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Project Identification
	Slide 8: Evaluation Metrics
	Slide 11: Contact

